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Lakeview Ranch 
Darwin and Dassel 

Previous issues of  “Ranch Review”  are      
available to view at      

www.lakeviewranch.com 

 Bettie was born in Minneapolis, Mn to Paul and 
Alva Olson.  She attended Sunnyside School in Edina for 
grade school and West High School in Minneapolis. 
 Bettie’s first job was delivering messages on 
roller skates for Western Union.  In later years, she 
worked in customer service for Wells Fargo. 
 Bettie has 4 children: Pam, Cheri, Kevin and  
Meleah.  She also has several grandchildren. 
 Bettie loves music; she especially enjoys Rose-
mary Clooney, the Andrew Sisters, Peggy Lee, spiritual 
music and music from the 50’s and 60’s.  She loves to 
dance and grew up dancing to the Big Bands. 
Bettie has also enjoyed traveling to California, Florida, 
Mexico, Iowa, Wisconsin, South Dakota, New York, 
Colorado and Vail.  She also loves vegetable and flower 
gardening, reading, crafts, making greeting cards, scrap-
booking and helping others.  Bettie was very involved in 
her church and was a Befriended Minister through the 
church and would give out communion, visit the elderly, 
read at church and lead wake services. She loves to read 
the bible. 
 Bettie has really enjoyed the musicians that come 
to play at the Ranch and the many different activities. 
 When you stop in to visit, please take time to say 
“hi” to Bettie; she would really enjoy visiting with you! 

Resident of the Month 

Bettie Merrick 

Employee of the Month 

Patty Hempel 
  
 Patty grew up in the Dassel/Darwin area.  Patty had 4 broth-
ers (3 are deceased); her brother, Tim, lives in Oklahoma; she also has 
2 younger sisters, Becky and Pauline, who live in Minnesota. 
 Patty has lived in or around the Litchfield area since 1977.  
She is divorced; her former daughter-in-law and her unofficially 
“adopted” each other after their divorces, so Patty is able to “claim” 
her eight children as her grandchildren; there are 4 boys and 4 girls, 
ranging in age from one to 12. 
 Patty has worked at Lakeview Ranch since June of 2009.  
Prior to working at LVR, Patty had been a waitress, a factory worker, 
a secretary and she had worked in graphic arts for 22 years.  
 Patty’s greatest passion is to use what she has been through 
in her life to help other hurting women.  When she was laid off in 
January 2009, she decided to go back to college; she is currently at-
tending Crossroads College in Rochester, working towards her Bache-
lor’s Degree in counseling/psychology.  She hopes to graduate the 
spring of 2012. 
 When Patty has time, you will probably find her reading, 
sewing, crocheting or making cards.  She also likes to collect anything 
that has to do with the sea; she has her house decorated like a seaside 
cottage.  
 Patty loves to travel to see family and friends; she espe-
cially enjoys trips where she is able to spend time on the beach, either 
on the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico. 
 When asked how she felt about Lakeview Ranch, Patty said, 
“At first it was just a job to get me through school.  Now, I feel I am 
part of an organization that really wants to do the best for the people 
they care for.  It is the most physically demanding job I have ever had, 
but it is also the most rewarding mentally and emotionally.  I have 
always been a people person, so knowing that I am making a differ-
ence in the lives I touch when I come to work, is great.  I feel working 
here is another part of my training to be a counselor.  I have learned 
not to take some of the words spoken personally, and can love them in 
spite of the behaviors.  Every person  is unique and special and de-
serves to be treated with respect and dignity.” 
 You do a great job, Patty!  The residents and staff at  
Lakeview Ranch are very fortunate to have you as part of the LVR 
team; we appreciate all that you do! 



 

 

 
Comforts for Caregivers 

By Pat Samples 
 

Silent Presence 
 

When my loved one is suffering through especially difficult 
times, I feel so helpless.  I try to find ways to ease the agony, 
but sometimes there is nothing that can be done. 
 At times like these, I just sit with her and hold her 
hand.  I know it must be terrifying for her to go through this, 
and I don’t want her to be alone.  I don’t have to say anything, 
just being with her is enough.  I know my presence gives her 
strength and reassurance, and somehow being with her is a 
comfort to me as well.  I resist the temptation to busy myself 
just so I can feel like I’m doing something.  What she needs is 
my quiet, attentive presence.  When I give her that, I get to 
know her experience more deeply and that is a gift to me. 
 

I am a still and silent companion in the hard times. 
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Pets are  
welcome to visit as long as 

they are housebroken. 
 
 

Thank You! 
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The Lakeview Ranch “Live Nativity” 

will be held on  
Saturday, December 4th, 2010 

at 6:30 pm 
at the Dassel Ranch. 

 
Mark it on your calendar and join us 

in celebrating the  
Christmas Story. 

Please RSVP at Dassel Ranch, 1-320-275-5515 

Hope to see you there! 
Optional:  You may bring a dozen of cookies to share 

YOU  
can help 

Restore Dignity to Those with Dementia 
 

Make a tax-deductible Donation today to  
The Dementia Care Foundation 

to ensure equal access to Lakeview Ranch services. 
Donate online 

at 
www.dementiacarefoundation.org 

We are saddened by 
the loss of one our 

residents. 
 

Louise Brooks 
passed away on  

September 30, 2010. 
 

She will be very 
much missed by  

family, friends and 
the staff at Lakeview Ranch. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
As I’m writing this, the snow is falling and the wind is blowing.  It’s really admirable to be a volunteer in  
Minnesota in - especially when the residents aren’t saying “Thank you for coming to visit us”.  From all of them 
and from all the employees at Lakeview Ranch:     THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR US!! 
 
November is looking very busy - read over the activity calendar and if you want to help us out, please contact either 
house. 
 
We are having a fundraiser - Papa Murphy’s pizza - look for details or call to order. 
 
If you know of anyone willing to brave our weather and be a volunteer, please have them contact Suzie Dalquist 
320-693-7377 or suziedalquist@yahoo.com 
 

 

PAPA MURPHY’S FUNDRAISER 
 
WE ARE DOING ANOTHER PAPA MURPHY’S FUNDRAISER.  THI S  TIME, YOU WILL ORDER 

YOUR ITEMS IN ADVANCE AND PICK THEM UP LATER AT THE  DASSEL LAKEVIEW  RANCH. 
 
BETWEEN NOW AND NOV. 17TH, YOU CAN ORDER ITEMS FROM  THE ORDER FORM ON THE BACK OF THIS 
PAGE AND PAY ANYONE IN ACTIVITIES.  PERSONAL CHECKS  WILL NOT BE CASHED UNTIL THE WEEK OF  
NOVEMBER 22ND.  NOTE:  ITEMS MUST BE PAID FOR IN ADVANCE. 
 
ALL ITEMS WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE DASSEL HOUSE ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH (THE DAY 
BEFORE THANKSGIVING) BETWEEN 2:00 AND 3:30 PM. 
 
IF YOU CANNOT PICK UP YOUR ORDER THAT DAY, PLEASE M AKE ARRANGEMENTS AND WE WILL 
FREEZE IT AT THE DASSEL HOUSE FOR YOU. 
 
ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT SUZIE DALQUIST AT 320 -693-7377. 
 
ORDER FORMS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT EACH HOUSE; TALK TO STAFF AND PLACE YOUR ORDER 
THERE OR GIVE US A CALL. 

 

THANK YOU!!!!! 

HOLIDAY MEALS 
 

If you are planning on joining your 
loved one at the Ranch for an upcom-
ing Holiday meal, please try to let us 
know  1 week in advance.  We want to 
make sure we have plenty of food for 
everyone and it will give us plenty of  
time to plan the seating arrange-
ments for the families that will be 
joining us. 

Some of our Volunteers 
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I’m reminded of the chorus of an old song my mother used to sing at 
times while riding in the car on one of our frequent Sunday afternoon 
outings when I was a child: 

Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 
Serve the LORD with gladness; 

Come before Him with joyful singing. 
Know that the LORD Himself is God; 

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Enter His gates with Thanksgiving. 
And His courts with praise. 

Give thanks to Him; bless His name. 
For the LORD is good; 

His loving kindness is everlasting, 
And his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
May we be as David was in Psalm 103:1-2 and remind ourselves to… 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless His holy name. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
And forget none of His benefits. 

 
I hope that as you approach this Thanksgiving season you will take time 
to stop and count your blessings and express a heart of gratitude to the 
One who has blessed you. 
 
As a representative of Lakeview Ranch, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank the families of our precious residents for sharing your Loved Ones 
with us.  We count it a blessing and a privilege to be a part of their lives.  
Thank you! 
 
God bless you. 
Susan Peterson, R.N.     
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We are saddened 
by the loss of one 

our 
residents.   

 
Doris Kotila 

passed away on  
October 10, 

2010. 
 

She will be very much missed by family, 
friends and the staff at Lakeview      

Ranch. 



A great big thank you to all the wonderful people 
that helped, contributed or attended the Fundraiser at Peter’s on the Lake with Dr 
Richard Taylor, our key speaker.  The totals were approximately $7,250.00 after all 
the expenses were settled.  It was a fun night with an excellent meal!  The silent  
auction items were outstanding. SOOOOO—please keep you creative juices going and 
start thinking of items for the next fundraiser in 2011 @ Peter’s. We could not do it 
without the generous support we received. The handmade items were a big hit. 
Thank you all so much 
Connie 

Lakeview Ranch Wish List 
 

*Carefoam Tilt Rollabout Chair* 
(see picture and info about chair on this page) 

Cake decorating kits 
Holiday cookie decorating kits 

Baking mixes 
Nail polish 

Nail clippers 
Hand towels 
Wash cloths 

Gas cards for bus trips 
If you are able to donate any of the above items or give a 
cash donation towards purchasing them, we would greatly 
appreciate it. 

Thank you! 

 
 
 

Carefoam Tilt  
Rollabout Chair 

 
 
 

This is an amazing chair!  
We were given the opportu-
nity to use it for several of 
our residents.  It provides 
comfort and support for those 
who are no longer able to 
walk or reposition them-

selves.  It’s a wonderful alternative for a wheelchair and even a 
recliner - especially during mealtime.  It has several positions from 
sitting upright to almost a straight recline and even has a lambs 
wool type lining for softness and warmth (many people fell asleep 
shortly after they were in it!).  As with all medical supplies, it does 
not come cheaply; $1900.  We are putting this at the top of our 
“wish list”.  We’ll be having another fundraiser night at Papa 
 Murphy's and the money raised will go towards purchasing this 
chair.  Any donations will also be graciously accepted. 

Thank you! 

 
Resident Wish Lists 

 
Each resident will have a 
wish list posted on their 
door for the upcoming  
Holiday Season.  If you 
have questions of what your 
loved one might need while 
you are doing your Holiday 
shopping, please call the 
house that they live at and 
ask staff what is listed on 
their wish list. 
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You can view many more 
full size photos  that aren’t 
included in the newsletter 

for lack of space at the 
Lakeview Ranch  

website.  Just click on 
“slideshow” .  That’s at 

www.lakeviewranch.com 
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M

cturkeys 
1:00 B

ake P
um

pkin 
bread 
M

usic by E
dythe 

D
R

 2:00/ D
S

 3:00 
2:30 Y

ahtzee 
3:30 F

ancy fingers 

11 D
evotions w

ith P
r B

ob 
M

usic T
herap

y/D
ana 9:30 D

R
 

11:00 D
S

  
B

ible S
tudy    10:00 D

R
 

 10:30 B
eauty tim

e 
P

et therapy 1:30 D
R

 
2:30 D

S
 

3:00 B
ingo 

4:00 hand m
assages 

12 9:30 P
ass the apple 

gam
e 

10:30 beauty tim
e 

P
astor K

eith 2:00 D
S

 
2:30 B

ake cookies 
3:30 A

ctive gam
es  

13  
10:00 bake C

hristm
as 

cookies/treats 
 parachute/bean bag toss 
 P

uzzles/jingo 
M

ovie and popcorn 

14 C
hurch 10:00 D

R
 

2:00 D
S

 
10:00 B

aking D
S

 
2:00 B

alloon ball 
3:00 M

ake caram
el pop-

corn 

15  
P

astor Lem
ke 10:00 D

S
 / 

10:30 D
R

 
12:00 soup &

 sandw
ich 

luncheon 
2:00 T

erry S
haw

 D
R

 
3:00 bingo 
4:00 H

and m
assages 

16 M
usic therapy/ D

ana 
9:30 D

R
 11:00 D

S
 

F
oot clinic 9:00 D

R
 

B
ible study 10:00 D

S
 

P
et therapy 1:30 D

R
  

2:30 D
S

 
3:00 Q

uilting  

17 F
oot  C

linic 9:30 D
S

 
B

aking D
R

           G
r’m

a 
&

 G
r’pa  attic 10:00 D

S
 

2:00 D
R

 
2:00 B

aking D
S

 
3:00 F

ancy fingers 

18  D
evotions w

ith P
r B

ob 
M

usic T
herapy/ D

ana 
9:30D

R
 11:00 D

S
 

  B
ible study   10:00 D

R
 

12:00 Italian lunch 
2:00 sponge painting 
3:30 bow

ling 

19 
m

ake treats for snack 
P

astor P
eterson 

D
S

 11:00/ D
R

 1:15 
P

aint turkeys and  
pum

pkins 

20 
R

hythm
 band 

P
astor B

ob D
R

 2:30/ D
S

 
3:30 
M

ake T
hanksgiving nut 

cups 
M

ovie and popcorn 

21C
hurch 10:00 D

R
 

2:00 D
S

 
M

ake T
hanksgiving 

candy 
M

ake P
aper           

C
ornucopias 

A
ctive gam

e 

22 10:30 fancy fingers 
 2:00 T

erry S
haw

 D
S

 
 m

ake C
hristm

as gifts  
 3:30 parachute 

23 B
ible study 10:00 D

S
 

M
usic T

herapy/D
ana 

9:30 D
R

 11:00 D
S

 
B

ake gingerbread 
houses 
 jingo 

24 
F

all/T
hanksgiving m

ag-
nets   
P

um
pkin dessert 

F
ancy fingers 

P
apa M

urphy’s pickup 
D

S
 2:00-3:30 

25 T
H

A
N

K
S

G
IV

IN
G

 
 B

ible study 10:00 D
R

 
B

eauty tim
e  

S
ing a long 

T
hanksgiving trivia 

26 10:30 baking 
 2:00 M

ake vegetable 
stam

p w
rapping paper 

 4:00 bingo 

27 
T

am
i B

riggs  
11:00 D

R
/11:30 D

S
 

2:00 D
oris/piano D

S
 

D
ecorate gingerbread 

houses 
M

ovie and popcorn 

28C
hurch 10:00 D

R
 

2:00 D
S

 
B

ake cookies 
A

ntique radio/M
ark 

2:30 D
R

/3:30 D
S

 
puzzles 

29 baking 
 D

ecorate for C
hristm

as 
 A

ctive gam
e 

30 B
ible S

tudy 10:00 D
S

 
M

usic T
herapy/D

ana 
9:30 D

R
 11:00 D

S
 

B
ake C

hristm
as   cookies 

D
ecorate  for  C

hristm
as 

 
 

 
 

Lakeview
 R

anch 
Lakeview

 R
anch - -  N

ovem
ber 2010

N
ovem

ber 2010  

                  S
taff B

irthdays                  
                V

olunteer B
irthdays                

             R
esident B

irt
hdays                           

������������
�

		
���
���������������
�		
���

������������
�

		
�
��

�������������������������
�

���������������
		
		������������������������		
���

�����������
����

		
� �

��������!��

�
		
	�"���������������

		
 ������
�#��$����%

������
		


���
�

#�&
������#���&

�����
		
	'�

�
�

�������
��(�
�

		
	'�
�������
��(�

�
		
	'�

�
�

�����������)����
		
	*�

�
�

�
��+

�,����&
$�

�
		
���

�
�

���)������!����
		
	-�

�
�

�
���.���������(���

		
�	�
�

�

��������������

		
���
����������$���(�

		
� �
�

�
"���������������

		
 �
 

 
 


