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 John has been an outdoorsman all his life 

and enjoys fishing, hunting and golfing.  During his 

37 year career as an art teacher in the Moundsview 

School district, he inspired students to excel in  

pottery, painting, printmaking and drawing.  He 

was named Teacher of the Year in 1997.  An artist 

himself, he loved creating Raku Pottery from his 

home studio in Centerville.  Through the years, his 

pottery was featured at several galleries and art 

shows. 

 John and his wife, Kay, became college 

sweethearts at St. Cloud State.  They have been 

married for 40 years.  They are still sweethearts!  

Their son Chris and his wife Cassie have 2  

children, Ashlee, 5, and Cameron,3. 

 John enjoys family activities, bird watch-

ing and walking.  He especially likes the caring 

staff at Lakeview Ranch! 

 We have been having a wonderful time 

getting to know John and his family!  If you stop in 

to visit, please take the time to say ñhiò to John and 

spend some time visiting with him; he would enjoy 

that very much. 

  

Resident of the Month 

John Olsen 

Employee of the Month 

  

 Anne-Mari grew up in Finland and moved to  

Minnesota when she was 18.  She has 3 brothers.  Her  

family lives in Finland. 

 Currently, Anne-Mari and her husband live in 

 Dassel.  Her husband and his brother own a concrete and 

masonry business.  They have been married for 11 years 

and have 3 children:  Nicholas,9, Anthony,7, and Sofia, 2. 

 Anne-Mari has been lucky to be a stay-at-home 

mom since her kids were born.  For a couple of years, she 

did some babysitting at her home, but now she just works at 

Lakeview Ranch.  She has been at the Ranch for 1 year.

 Anne-Mariôs favorite things to do are to read and 

spend time with her family and friends.  Sheôs also very 

excited that spring is finally here because she loves to be 

outside to do yard work and to go for walks with her kids. 

Each summer, her and her family make a trip somewhere.  

They have been to Duluth, Wyoming and South Dakota.  

She also loves to go back home to Finland and visit her 

family and friends. 

 When asked how she felt about Lakeview Ranch, 

Anne-Mari stated, ñI really like my job!  I enjoy visiting 

and taking care of the residents.  They are great and so are 

my co-workers!  Everyone is doing a wonderful job taking 

care of them here.  Iôm proud to be part of that and  I hope I 

can work full-time here when my daughter goes to school.ò 

 The residents and staff at Lakeview Ranch appre-

ciate all of your hard work.  Thank you for all that you do!!!

  

Anne-Mari Mikkola  
(with Alvina) 



 

 

 

 

Comforts for Caregivers 
By Pat Samples 

 

Autonomy 

 

Iôm never quite sure how much to do for my loved one.  

When should I take over the decisions and decide whatôs 

ñgoodò for her?  Should I insist on things being done for 

her protection that she doesnôt want done? 

 I know there are no easy answers to these 

questions.  I donôt want to interject my standards just so I 

can feel Iôve done the ñright thing.ò  Yet, I also donôt 

want to see harm come to her because she canôt protect 

herself.  When she canôt decide for herself, I make 

decisions that are as close as possible to what she would 

want.  To do that, I have to look beyond my preferences 

to see through her eyes as best I can.  Of course, if 

following her preferences will add more difficulty to my 

life, I must decide whether Iôm willing to accept the 

added burden.  

 

I carefully balance my loved oneôs autonomy with my 

desire to do good. 

Resident Birthdays  
 

  Milo Madson   04/10  
  

 

Staff Birthdays  
 

Cindy Henning   04/03  
Laurie Wells   04/18  

Sharon Walls   04/22  
Kimberly Chastek  04/23  

Colette Schenk  04/24  

Jessica Schauer  04/26  
Janel Krick   04/29  

Volunteer Birthdays  
Wendy Hanson  04/27  

We need your help é... 
 

We love having family come to visit, if youõre  
planning to be at The Ranch for a meal, please let us 
know the day before so staff can make sure enough 

food is prepared for everyone. 
If you will be visiting during a Holiday meal, please try 

to let us know 1 week in advance 
 

Thank you! 

  Welcome 

Timothy and Jan! 

Timothy  

Jan 

We would like to welcome 2 new residents to the 

Dassel Lakeview Ranch:  Timothy Roe and  

Jan Steinhaus.  We are looking forward to getting to 

know Timothy, Jan and their families. 

Tentative Lakeview Ranch 2011 Parade Schedule 

 

We have a number of parades this summer that we are 

planning on being in.  We will have residents on the bus 

and actually be part of the parade.  It has been a lot of 

fun in the past!  Below is a tentative list for this  

Summer.  Watch future newsletters for set dates.  

 

 Buffalo Days Parade June 18 

 Hutchinson Parade June 19 

 St. Cloud Parade  June 25 

 Howard Lake Parade June 26 

 Delano Parade  July 4 

 Litchfield Parade  July 9 

 Cokato Parade  August 8 

 Darwin Parade  August 13 

 Kimball Parade  August 14 

 Dassel Parade  September 3 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the parades! 



 

 

 

 

2:30pm - 4:30pm 

 

Easter Egg Hunt - Petting Zoo 

Games - Relay Races 

Pictures taken with the Easter Bunny 

Bring the kids and grandkids 

 

Hope to see you there! 

At the Darwin Ranch 



 

 

New Employees 
Weõd like to welcome 4 new employees to  

Lakeview Ranch:   
 

Alice Kelly 
Melissa Ostlund 

Kay Matter 
Laura Karnik 

 
Welcome!   

We look forward to getting to know you!  
 

Our employees are our greatest asset! 

With our long, cold Minnesota winter finally over, we are 

anticipating spending lots of time outdoors doing some  

gardening, taking bus trips and just taking in some fresh air 

and sunshine!  If you are able to donate any of the items on 

our wish list we would greatly appreciate it. 

Thank you!! 

 

Lakeview Ranch Wish List 

 

Donations for Careform Chair (see below) 

Sunscreen 

Bug Spray 

Seeds 

Potting Soil 

Plants for outside beds 

Bubbles and bubble wands 

Baking Mixes 

McDonaldôs Gift Cards 

Dairy Queen Gift Cards 

Gas cards for bus trips 

 Carefoam Tilt Rollabout Chair  

Cost = $1900 

 

Please consider making a donation  

toward this chair for our residents; itôs a 

wonderful alternative for a wheelchair or 

even a recliner.  It provides comfort and 

support for those who are no longer able 

to walk or reposition themselves. 

 

All donations graciously accepted! 

 

Goal = $1900 

 
$600 

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL  

Thank you to Barb Remund and Dale Cardinal (in honor of Barb Remund) for their 

donations toward the Carefoam Tilt Rollabout Chair. 

 

 

Remember our Annual Garage Sale 

on Labor Day weekend.  Keep this 

in mind as you are cleaning out  

garages, basements, attics, kids 

rooms, etcé.  We will take clean 

and gently used items.  We wonôt 

accept computers, appliances,  

exercise equipment, car seats, high 

chairs, cribs, encyclopedias or cloth-

ing.  Please bring your donations to 

the Dassel house the week of the 

sale or call to make arrangements to 

bring it earlier. 

Thank you!!!!  

YOU  

can help 

Restore Dignity to Those with Dementia 
 

Make a tax-deductible Donation today to  

The Dementia Care Foundation 

to ensure equal access to Lakeview Ranch services. 

Donate online 

at 

www.dementiacarefoundation.org 

Peterôs Fall Fundraiser 

 
Keep in mind our Fall Fundraiser at Peterôs on Lake 

Ripley.  We are looking for creative basket ideas 

for this fundraiser. 

Our Residents Love Animals!!! 
 

Our residents enjoy your visits and they en-

joy when you bring your pets to visit.  All pets are 

welcome to visit as long as they are housebroken. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the month of March, we celebrated St. Patrickôs Day as well as Ash Wednesday.  We 

have also planted starter seeds for our gardens and are eagerly awaiting spring to come so we 

can plant them outside.  In April, we have our Easter Egg Hunt to look forward to as well as 

Easter celebrations.  We love having visitors and hope to see many of you this month.  Please 

feel free to visit us and join in the activities any time. 

Sincerely, 

Polly, LisaAnn, Mary & Cindy 

 

 

Notes from Connie 

 
National Volunteer Week is coming in April.   

During National Volunteer Week, we are  

choosing to do a 50ôs themed Rockin Volunteer Bash!  We will be 

serving a special luncheon to celebrate our wonderful and dedicated 

 volunteers.  The date is April 27th, 2011 at 12 noon at the Dassel 

House.  Please join us and help us say:  ñVolunteers, You Rock!ò 

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO DRIVE OUR 

BUS.  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO HAVE A  

SPECIAL LICENSE TO DRIVE OUR BUS, BUT YOU 

MUST BE TRAINED AND TAKE A TEST AS WELL AS A 

HAVE A RECENT PHYSICAL FOR THE DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION.  PLEASE CONTACT POLLY OR 

CONNIE 

 @ 320-275-5515. 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING A VOLUNTEER.  I CAN 

THINK OF 7 REASONS TO DO SO. 

 

1. You will stay more mentally active; volunteering helps to 

keep the mind active! 

2. Socialize regularly - interaction will ward off depression 

and stress.  Help with bingo or other games. 

3. More organized - you will better organize your time so 

you will have time to volunteer. 

4. Good diet - join us for lunch and share a good meal with a 

resident. 

5. Physical activity - take one of our residents for a walk or 

join us for a ride on the pontoon this summer.  Go bowling 

with the residents.  Join us on our outings for some good 

mental and physical fun. 

6. Focus - is your life too hectic? - limit your distractions and 

spend some quality time with a resident.  Share stories 

from the past or a favorite old song - help connect with a 

resident. 

7. Spirituality - come share a bible story or hymn.  Do you 

enjoy doing bible study? 

 

ñA Rockinô April Volunteer Meetingò 

 Thank you, Girl Scouts!!! 

 

Once again, the  

residents at Lakeview 

Ranch had the pleasure 

of a visit from our local 

Girl Scouts. 

The Girl Scouts brought items 

to donate to the  

residents at Lakeview Ranch - 

a food processor and socks. 

Thank you so much! 

A good time was had by all! 

The girls helped out with an activity 

and spent time visiting with the  

residents. 

 

We look forward to future visits!  



 

 

FYI! 

You can view many more full size photos  that arenôt included 

in the newsletter for lack of space at the Lakeview Ranch  

website.  Just click on ñslideshowò .  Thatôs at 

www.lakeviewranch.com 


