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 Lara moved from Greenwich, Connecticut 

to come and live at Lakeview Ranch. 

 She was born in Illinois and later moved to 

Connecticut.  Lara has a son, John, who lives in 

 Minnesota. 

 Lara attended college and has her masters  

degree in psychology.  Her first job was as a  

kindergarten teacher.  Later she worked at the 

YWCA. 

 While in school, Lara spent a year travel-

ing in Switzerland.   

 Lara loves to read; she also loves all kinds 

of music and enjoys to sing.  She sang in a ladies 

choir called ñThe Dubious Dozenò. 

 Lara enjoys animals and all kinds of sports.  

She was a tennis player and was club champion at 

the country club.  She rode horses (show horses) 

and  

attended an event at Madison Square Gardens. 

 We are having a wonderful time getting to 

know Lara.  When you stop in to visit, please take 

the time to say ñhiò to Lara.  She has many interest-

ing stories to share with you over a cup of tea. 

  

Resident of the Month 

Lara Burns-Cunningham 

Employee of the Month 

 

 Samantha grew up in Kingston, Minnesota; 

she has 3 half-sisters. 

 Currently, she lives in Litchfield, Mn.  She 

has 2 children:  Aaron,4, and Lily,2. 

 Samantha is engaged to Jeremy Matteson who 

works at Custom products in Litchfield. 

 Sam has worked at Lakeview Ranch for just a 

little over 1 year.  Prior to the Ranch, she worked at 

Schmidtyôs in Dassel and at Cenex in Litchfield.  She 

also continues to deliver the Meeker Advertiser. 

 When Samantha is not working, she enjoys 

spending time with her kids and her fiancé.  She also 

likes going to movies, scrapbooking and going to  

garage sales.  She has plans to do some traveling next 

summer; they are planning a family trip to Tennessee. 

 When asked how she felt about Lakeview 

Ranch, Samantha answered, ñI love the residents;  

everyday that I work they bring a smile to my face.  I 

love my co-workers for some of them have been I 

inspiring in my life.  I look forward to work every-

day.ò 

 The staff and residents thank you for all of 

your hard work!  We appreciate all that you do!  
   

 

 

   

 

  

 

Samantha Garding 



 

 

New Employees 
Weõd like to welcome 7new employees to  

Lakeview Ranch:   
 

Shannon Corbin 
Ashley Witt 

Elizabeth Koch 
Judith Mahlow 
Nancy Olsen 

Joyce Thinensen 
Lissa Malenke 

 
Welcome!   

We look forward to getting to know you!  
 

Our employees are  our greatest asset! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The August staff meeting at Lakeview Ranch covered two topics.  

A video was shown about Dementia featuring Dr. Orr as the 

speaker.  Then the gals from pet therapy discussed animal  

facilitated interventions.  Sherry Eddy and Candice Kisner both do 

our Pet Therapy at the Ranch.  How does Pet Therapy work with 

our residents?  Our goal is to improve quality of life.  Pet Therapy 

does this by memory recall; moments where the resident can sit and 

share stories with us about their own pets, or by bringing comfort to 

the resident.  Animals offer warmth and unconditional affection 

fulfilling our emotional needs.  Animals can give us a sense of  

well-being and safety.  Pet therapy helps to enhance social needs.  

Animals can encourage those who often prefer solitude to join a 

group setting as the focus will not be on them.  It can provide a 

positive distraction from negative emotions such as loneliness,  

agitation, anxiety or boredom.  This all can help reduce the use of 

medications.  Pet Therapy is scheduled at the Ranch on Mondays,  

Wednesdays and every weekend.  Please check the activity calendar 

for times.  We are blessed to have this type of therapy at the 

 Lakeview Ranch!! 

Submitted by, 

Lisa Nordberg, R.N. 

Saddened by Our Losses 

 

During the month of September, the families 

and staff of Lakeview Ranch were saddened by 

the loss of 1 of our wonderful residents, Timothy 

Roe. Our hearts and prayers go out to the  

family and friends that he left behind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy will be missed very much by his family, 

friends and the staff at Lakeview Ranch. 

Our Residents Love Animals!!! 

 

Our residents enjoy your visits and they enjoy when 

you bring your pets to visit.  All pets are welcome to 

visit as long as they are housebroken. 

A reminder about our  

Foot Care Clinic 

Just a reminder to everyone that there is a monthly foot care 

clinic at the Dassel Ranch. It is held the 1st Wednesday of each 

month from 9:00 to 11:30 am.  

Please bring your own basin and towel. Call for appointment at  

320-275-5515 Fee: $20.00 

Foot Care Services available: 

§ Moisturizing Foot Soak 

§ Nail Trimming 

§ Comfort measures for ingrown nails 

§ Corn and Callous trimming 

§ Soothing Foot Massage 

§ Education on foot care 

§ Professional foot and lower leg assessment. 

 

Everyone welcome-staff, family members, anyone interested 

in feeling great!!! If day and time doesnôt work for you, give 

Connie a call. 

 
Gift certific

ates  

available. 

Luanne (above) and John 

(right) enjoy playing balloon 

ball. 



 

 

 

The Lakeview Ranch Annual 

ñLive Nativityò  

will be held on  

Saturday, December 3th, 2011 

at 6:30 pm 

at the Dassel Ranch. 

 

Mark it on your calendar and join us 

in celebrating the  

Christmas Story. 

Optional:  You may bring a dozen of cookies to share 

We hope to see you there!! 

Please RSVP at Dassel Ranch, 1-320-275-5515 

 
Your family is invited to a Memorial Service  

remembering and celebrating the lives of:  

 

Charles Stegeman  

Josephine Rickert  

Kenneth Nelson  

Mary Ann Pfleiger  

Reuben Bergquist  

Vernon Herr  

Bernice Hintze  

Arlene Hartos  

Carroll Sawyer  

Alvin Kjenstad  

Roland Albers  

Betty Willer  

Timothy Roe  

 

Saturday, November 19th, 2011  

@2:30pm  

Dassel Lakeview Ranch  

22851 Mn Highway 15  

Dassel, Mn 55325  

A big thank you to ALL who helped set up, bake and work on the days of our garage sale. We 

raised $1476.09. We are in the process of trying to order our wheel chair scale for the Dassel 

house.  The bake sale was a huge success. The competition between the houses was a great  

success.  The Darwin house was the winner of the pizza party. They had the most donations of food items for the garage 

sale.  I would also like to thank all the staff that donated hamburger, buns, ketchup, water and chips for the garage sale.  It 

was a great time and we had great weather for the sale. Our volunteers were such a great help this year. I would like to 

thank Barb, Gene, Tammy, Roxanne, Mary, Edythe, Bob and Lotus for all that they did to help make this garage sale one of 

the best. 

Thank you, 

Connie 

Thank youé.Thank youé.Thank you 

HOLIDAY MEALS  
If you are planning on joining your loved one at the Ranch for an 

upcoming Holiday meal, please try to let us know 1 week in  

advance.   Please call us with the number of guests planning to eat 

that day. We want to make sure we have plenty of food for everyone 

and it will give us plenty of  time to plan the seating arrangements 

for the families that will be joining us. 

                 THANK YOU!!!  



 

 

 

 

Comforts for Caregivers 
By Pat Samples 

 

Tension Busters 

 

Certain things are set in my life right now.  I canôt 

change them.  I donôt like them and I wish theyôd go 

away; but theyôre here to stay, at least for a while.  I 

could get might angry about them, but that wouldnôt do 

much good.   

 I do feel angry some of the time though.  I have 

to admit it.  But Iôve also found some ways to work off 

my anger.  I play golf or softball, or I clean house or dig 

in the garden.  In getting physically active, I get lost in 

what Iôm doing and I get a good workout.  It doesnôt 

change things but it takes my mind off my miseries.  I 

have some fun, and I see some results.  I always come 

back feeling like I can make it for a few more days. 

 
I regularly absorb myself in activities that energize and 

refresh me. 

 

Resident Birthdays  
 

  Luanne Borgert  10/10  
  Alvina Rohrbeck  10/11   

  Joyce Isakson   10/18  
  Phyllis Greene   10/26  

Staff Birthdays  
Greta Anderson  10/03  
Polly Kerkvliet  10/05  

Diane Pierce   10/05  

Angela Rahkola  10/07  
Laura Meyer   10/09  

Josie Boltz   10/24  
Jody Wiederhoft  10/27  

Annie Luoto   10/31  

Volunteer Birthdays  
      None this month  

Lakeview Ranch Fall Bus Trips 

 
We still plan on having a lot of nice weather in 

the next couple of months so we can take a few more bus 

trips.   We have a few trips planned ahead (please refer to 

the activity calendar on the last page).  But, also knowing 

that we have to take advantage of a beautiful fall day when 

it is here, we may have some trips that are done on the 

ñspur of the momentò. 

 

We always want you to have a wonderful visit with your 

loved one when you come out to visit.  Please keep in 

mind that we may be ñout and aboutò, so if you travel a 

great distance to visit, we ask that you please call ahead to 

make sure your loved one is not out on a bus trip when you 

plan on visiting.  Or, if you call ahead, we can make plans 

so you can also join them! 

 

 

Thank you!! 

YOU  

can help 

Restore Dignity to Those with Dementia 

 
Make a tax-deductible Donation today to  

The Dementia Care Foundation 

to ensure equal access to Lakeview Ranch services. 

Donate online 

at 

www.dementiacarefoundation.org 

We are doing a ñGreeting Card Fundraiserò for the 

Dementia Care Foundation. 

 

Christmas, Thanksgiving, Birthday, Wedding and  

Sympathy cards sold by the dozen. 

 

Prices ranging from $4.99 to $6.99/dozen 

 

Books to order from are located in the front 

entry at the Dassel house. 

 

Next order to be placed on Friday,  

October 21st. 

Orders must be prepaid. 

Turn in order and money to Wendy, the  

bookkeeper, at the  Dassel house. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

We have had a good month and have enjoyed finally having tomatoes, etcé from our garden.  We are now looking forward to 

Halloween and the fall colors.  We will have our Memorial Service coming up in November as well as our Live Nativity in  

December.  Please come and join us for activities that interest you or just come to say ñhiò.  We love company!  Thanks for coming 

and helping us out with all of our summer events. 

  Thanks, 

     Polly,  LisaAnn, Annie, Cindy and Mary 

 

 

 

 
The Dementia Care Foundation is selling note 

cards with resident paintings on them.  Proceeds 

from the sale of these cards will go to the DCF 

scholarship fund. 

Family and friends can learn more and purchase 

them online at: 

www.dementiacarefoundation.org/gcards.html 

Note card Sales 

 

We want to welcome a new resident, 

Dieuwke Kuiken and her dog, Sasha, to the 

Dassel Lakeview Ranch.  Please give a 

warm welcome to Dieuwke and her family! 

 

Volunteer Opportunity  

 

If you or someone you know enjoys setting 

hair and would like to spend some time 

helping our ladies look  

                     beautiful, please give us a call! 

 

We have a wonderful beautician who visits weekly, but 

would like someone to come and do some  

pampering and ñtouch-upsò in between her visits. 

 

Call 1-320-275-5515 (Dassel) or 

1-320-275-4610 (Darwin) 

Welcome Dieuwke! 

Join us for our October music events 

 

10/02 Mennonite Singers  Darwin 6pm/Dassel 6:30pm 

 

10/04 Lyle Nelson  Darwin 1:30pm/Dassel 3:00pm 

 

10/05 Tami Briggs (harpist)  Dassel 11:00am/Darwin 1:00pm 

 

10/17 Terry Shaw    Darwin  2:00pm 

 

10/24 Terry Shaw    Dassel   2:00pm 

Music 

Therapy 

with Dana 

returning this month  

Wednesdays 

Darwin 9 am 

Dassel 10:30 am 

 

 Our beloved house dog, 

Maggie, passed away on 

Sept. 5th.  She touched the 

hearts of all the staff,  

residents and visitors and we 

all miss her very much! 

Maggie came to live at the 

Dassel house in 2003.  She 

was a comfort for many of 

our residents.  

 

Rest in Peace 

Maggie 



 

 

FYI! 
You can view many more full size 

photos  that arenôt included in the 

newsletter for lack of space at the 

Lakeview Ranch  

website.  Just click on ñslideshowò .  

Thatôs at 

www.lakeviewranch.com 


